"He says that Hypatius is such a fool that the more
he appears in public the better for the whole Blue
Faction. He despises Hypatius. Then, he beat the
northerns and killed their chiefs; he thinks that he taught
them such a lesson that they will never rise again; he
did nothing of the kind. Then, in the west; they are
all these racing lords, there, with their serfs. He calls
them the amateur cavalry. I probably need not tell you
how many of them he has insulted in one way or
another; nor of the grudges they bear myself. Then,
there is the man Nicanor who is in blood-feud. He has
allowed Nicanor to come back to The City. He is an
implacable enemy and very able."

"Right," she said. "Now may I ask one other thing?
May I say, without offending, how the thing seems to
me?"

"Do," he said. "I came for that."

"The Greens mean to fight your House," she said.
"Armed forces are on the north and west, among the old
rebels and the Nicanor people; they are all getting ready.
Everybody seems to know that. The Greens are taking
great pains to make people vote for Hypatius for Consul.
They must set great store by that. It is plainly a main
point in their procedure. They are going to elect him as
Consul; they are then going to make the Consul proceed
by legal means to get rid of your House. Probably, the
Consular powers have never been removed by statute,
only by use and wont. Is that so?"

"Sufficiently so."

"I suppose Syrnmachus has no chance of election?"

"I should say, from what I have heard, that the Com-
mittees will all vote Green."

"So I suppose," she said. "But we may take it that
they will proceed as I've said, and do nothing very much
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